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being fixedly attached to two adjacent circumferential sets of strut/members and each flexible link being a 
generally longitudinally extoiding flexible structure having at l^st five generally longitudinaUy extending 
curved segments in series connected by a plurality of segments of approximately equal length. 



34. (New) A flexible link for enhancing the flexibility of an intravascular stent, the flexible link 
being a generally longitudinally extending flexible structi^e having at least five generally longitudinally 
extending curved segments in series connected by a plurality of segments of approximately equal length. 
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35. (New) The flexible link of claim 34 wherein the link is formed in the shape of a letter "M". 

/ 

36. (New) The flexible link of claim 34 wherein the link is formed in the shape of a letter ' W. 

37. (New) The flexible link of claim 3^wherein the link is formed fi-om stainless steel. 

38. (New) The flexible link of claim^3 wherein the link is formed in the shape of a letter "M". 

39. (New) The flexible link of claim 33 wherein the link is formed in the shape of a letter '"W". 

/ 

40. (New) The flexible link of claim 33 wherein the link is formed fi:^om stainless steel. 



41. (New) A stent in the form/of a generally tubular structure having a longitudinal axis, the stent 
comprising: y 

a plurahty of circumferential sets of strut members that extend in a generally 
circumferential, ring-like pattern around the stent's longitudinal axis; and 

a plurahty of flexil^le links each having a distal end and a proximal end and a line joining the 
distal end and the proximal end being generally parallel to the stent's longitudinal axis, each flexible link 
being fixedly attached to two adjacent circumferential sets of strut members and each flexible link being a 
generally longitudinally extending flexible structure having five generally longitudinally extending curved 
segments that are connected together by four generally circumferentially extending segments of 
approximately equal length.^ 

42. (New) A flexible link for enhancing the flexibility of an intravascular stent, the flexible link 

being a generally longitudinally extending flexible structure having five generally longitudinally extending 

/ 
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curved segments that are connected together by four generally circumferentially extending segments of 
approximately eqiial length. 

43. (New) The flexible link of claim 42 wherein the link is an "M" link. 

44. (New) The fl^ble link of claim 42 wherein the link in an ' W link. 
.j* 45. (New) The flexibleiinkofclaim 42 wherein the link is formed from stainless steel. 

46. (New) The flexible link of claim 4 1 wherein the link is an "M" link. 

47. (New) The flexible link of cl^m 41 wherein the link in an link. 

48. (New) The flexible link of claim 4\ wherein the link is formed from stainless steel. 

49. (New) A flexible link for enhancing the flexibility of an intravascular stent, the flexible link 
being a generally longitudinally extending flexible sttucture having at least three generally longitudinally 
extending curved segments in series connected by a plurakty of segments of approximately equal length. 



-REMARKS/ARGlmiENTS 



Claims 33-49 remain in this apphcation. Claims 3 1 and 32 have been canceled. 
Allowance of the foregoing claims 33-49 is earnestly sohcited. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the specification and claims by the 
current amendment. The attached page(s) is/are captioned "Version with markings to show changes made". 



-3 - 



